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What Child is This? 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

     —Isaiah 12:6 

 Last month, guest preacher Nate Bull preached about 
revival as a resurgence of God in our lives, but not as we 
would expect.  This month, we enter the season of Advent 
through the story of God coming into the world 2000 years 
ago, not as a mighty warrior king as the people expected, 
but as a vulnerable, persecuted infant.   

 About 20 years ago, before we had any kids of our 
own, my husband and I were given an infant into our care.  
At five weeks old, he seemed completely helpless, as did 
we as we coped with this unexpected gift and opportunity 

to learn about parenting a 
newborn.  Patrick and I were on completely level playing ground here – neither 
one of us had a clue what to do!  But through many sleepless nights, messy 
meals and wrestling with the Diaper-Genie, we experienced a love like we had 
never known, and formed a bond with this 
young soul that exists yet today.  All of this 
came into our lives at a time when we were 
least expecting it, but most needed it. 

 How do any of us prepare to receive 
the unexpected in our lives?  What are the 
spiritual practices we can engage in to open 
our hearts to receive change?  This Advent, 
we will be led by prayer, praise and pro-
phetic voices speaking God’s word about 

living our faith in challenging times, caring for 
one another amidst conflict, and witnessing 
to the hope and promise of new life:  life that 
is precious, vulnerable and unexpected.  
What a gift to receive! 

Peace,  

Tiffany 

No surprises here - baby An-

drew was a perfect angel while 

dad Josh and the rest of the 

family helped clear tables at 

the Paw Paw Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner.  See more 

Thanksgiving Dinner photos on 

page 6.  What a joy to be greeted by 

Deacon Nancy Beck! 

Guest Pastor Nate Bull ponders revival and salvation 

during the Moment with Young Souls.   
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Snowman Contest!   
  
This snow puts us in the 
mood to go out and build 
a snowman. So bundle up 
and be creative. Take a 
picture of you and your 
masterpiece and email it 
to the church.  Winner 
will be announced in 
March.  
 
The Deacons wish you a 

Blessed Christmas.  

DEACON UPDATE 
 

 Here’s hoping everyone had a great Thanksgiving 
with their families and friends. Now we are looking 
forward to the Christmas Season.  

 The November potluck  was a great success. Pot-
lucks will resume in January on the17th. So put that 
date on you calendar. Euchre will begin again January 
26 at 7:00. Lessons (at 6:30 pm). Hope to see you at 
both events.  

 
 December 16 we will be gathering to go caroling 
to shut-ins.  We will meet at the church at 4:00 pm.  
Afterwards, we will return to the church for fellow-
ship, chili and cornbread. Plan on joining us for this 
occasion as it is a lot of fun. You don’t have to have a 
great voice just the Christmas Spirit.  
 

2017 Snowman Contest 

Winner Hannah Moore 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

 December 6th:  Get into the Christmas spirit by 
supporting Paw Paw High School’s Voices of the Fu-
ture.  They will be here on Thursday, December 6th 
at 1:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  It’s a free concert to be 
shared with your family and friends. 
 December 12th:  The Presbyterian Women will 
be having their last meeting at the Copper Grille at 
11:30 am.  All women are welcome to join us - next 
regular meeting will be January 23. 
 January 2nd:  Everyone is welcome to participate 
in a new Bible study sponsored by Presbyterian Wom-
en and led by Pastor Tiffany.  The “Covenant” Bible 
study explores deeper the themes of creating, living 
and trusting in the stories of the Bible and our lives 
today.  Class will meet 1st and 3rd Wednesdays in the 
library from 12-1:30 (brown bag lunch suggested).   
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION  
FOR  ALL  AGES 

    Our Formation Commission and Staff continue to 
support Christian Education and faith formation activ-
ities for all ages.  
 
 ADULT BIBLE STUDY will take up a special series 
for Advent – Adam Hamilton’s “Faithful:  Christmas 
through the Eyes of Joseph,” which will meet all four 
Sundays in December from 8:45-9:45 in the church 
Library.  Also, Chester Hamrick and friends are read-
ing “The Shack,” and will be meeting in the fellowship 
hall at 9:15 on Sundays to discuss.  (A new copy of 
“The Shack” was just donated to the Good Faith Li-
brary if you’d like to check it out and join this group.) 
 
 Speaking of the GOOD FAITH LIBRARY, ten books 
have been checked out by seven different church 
members in just the first month of unveiling our new 
book rack.  Nelson Lumm just donated several titles 
from his personal library, which will be added this 
week.  We still need more books for youth and chil-
dren – could you purchase any of these titles:  “The 
Peace Book” and others by Todd Parr; “Gratitude 
Soup” by Olivia Rosewood, “Old Turtle” by Douglas 
Wood, “The Long Walk to Water” by Linda Sue Park, 
“The Tiger Rising” by Kate DiCamillo.  What books 
have helped you form your faith?  We are always 
thankful for monetary or book donations to help build 
our library. 
 
 November was a 
busy month for our 
Youth group.  We met 
up with friends from 
the Presbytery first at 
Urban Plunge in Spring 
Arbor, and again here 
in Kalamazoo for an 
evening of rock climb-
ing with friends from 
Sturgis, Holt and Jones-
ville.  Many of our 
young folks showed 
their strength and ability for navigating the path up-

ward.   
 The Youth Room is 
a busy place as well, 
as we have now en-
tered the season of 
giving with our annual 
Magnify the Light pro-
ject.  There are still gift 
items to be purchased, 
as well as household 
items recently added.  
Please pick up a tag or 
two from the rail in 
the narthex, and re-
turn the unwrapped 
gift with the tag to the 
church by December 
14.  High Schoolers 
will sort and wrap all 
the gifts and deliver 
them on December 22.   
 
 Don’t miss our kid-
friendly Family Wor-
ship Service at 6 p.m. on Christmas Eve.  Our Church 
School kids are working on a special song, “The 
Friendly Beasts,” and we will sing carols and decorate 
our tree together as we hear the Christmas story.  
Families are also welcome to attend the traditional 
Candlelight Worship service at 10 p.m. (but that may 
be too late for those with sugar-plums to dream up). 

Keelin and Nicole wrap gifts 

purchased by the congrega-

tion.  We are sponsoring 6 

families this year. 

Patrick, Meg, Ari, 

Bridget Ben and oth-

ers showed their 

strength and agility 

on the numerous rock 

walls at Climb Kala-

mazoo.  Over 40 

members of our Pres-

byter gathered for an 

evening of climbing 

and fellowship.   
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ADMINISTRATION COMMISSION 
 
 FINAL 2019 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN RE-
SULTS:  61 pledges have been received including 5 
first-time pledgers, for a total of:  
 
 General Fund: $148,713 

 Capital Fund: $  14,720 

 Per Capita: $    2,740 

 

     Thanks to all who have pledged your support! 

  
LONG-RANGE PLANNING TEAM UPDATE  We are re-
ceiving responses back from home owners and busi-
nesses in the area of which parking plan they would 
prefer to see here at First Presbyterian Church.  Sev-
eral responses are happy with the church plan verses 
the city of Paw Paw’s plan.  More information to 
come next month.   
 
 NOTICE OF ANNUAL FIINANCIAL REVIEW  The 
Administration Commission plans to again satisfy an-
nual Book of Order Financial Review requirements by 
holding an internal review of the 2018 books on 
Wednesday, January 23 at 2 p.m. in the church office.  
Members and contributors are welcome to observe.   
 

CHANCEL CHOIR NEWS 

 The Chancel Choir will continue to rehearse on 
Thursday nights at 7:00 pm, and sing on the second 
and third Sundays of December.  Selections  of these 
Sundays will include a  traditional setting  of “Lo, How 
a Rose E’er Blooming”, and the  more contemporary  
“A Star will Soon Shine”.  Also look for the Choir at 
the 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service, where the choir 
will offer music from the rich heritage of Christmas 
choral music.  As always,  if you are interested in join-
ing  the choral ranks, whether for one Sunday or 
many, please contact Chris Gray at  
cgrat0721@gmail.com or 740-491-6348, or else just 
show up at one of the rehearsals. 

UNITED CHRISTIAN  

SERVICES:  We Are the Body 
 Our church continues to support and actively par-
ticipate in United Christian Services, a ministry of 
churches and social services reaching out to those 
affected by poverty in eastern Van Buren County.  So 
far in 2018, UCS has provided over $45,000 in cash 
assistance for housing, utilities, medical and other 
needs, and has supported over 180 households, in-
cluding 141 dependent children.  Additionally, UCS 
serves about 30 families each month through food 
distributions from The Porch, and has distributed al-
most 2500 items of clothing to over 450 people. 

 Our church supports UCS through our monthly 
Cents-Ability offering and additional contributions. 
Pastor Tiffany serves on the Board of Directors.  Any-
one is welcome to join Mission Chair Eleda Zygadlo at 
the monthly UCS luncheons, which are held on the 
third Thursday of the month and resume January 17.  

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS  
  Another way you can support UCS is to buy a tick-
et for the Home for the Holidays fundraiser – a tour 
of decorated homes open for viewing Sunday Decem-
ber 9 from 2 – 5 p.m.  Five homes will showcase their 
most unique interior decorations, including collec-
tions such as teddy bears, Christmas villages, vintage 
ornaments, and  Santas and snowmen,  all displayed 
in themed presentations, including a Victorian coun-
try house, a log cabin and one that blends English and 
American traditions. 

   A bonus stop on the tour will include Harvey House 
Salon,  where guests may enjoy refreshments, a 
Christmas crafts sale and live choir music, open 
throughout the tour hours. 

   Tickets are $20 and may be purchased after worship 
from Karen Wellman, through United Christian Ser-
vices at (269) 415-0767. or locally at H2 Designs and 
Company, Taylor’s Florist, Gifts and Decor, Paw Paw 
Brewing Company, and Curves of Paw Paw. 
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CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
December 2 - 23 

 The last of our four annual opportunities to give 
to our denomination comes during the time of ad-
vent.  The “Christmas Joy” offering supports the As-
sistance Program of the Board of Pensions, Racial 
Ethnic Schools and Colleges, and racial ethnic Leader-
ship Development.  This year your mission commis-
sion has set a goal of $500 in donations from our 
congregation.  Giving envelopes will be in your bulle-
tins and also included along with your weekly or 
monthly giving envelopes.  Your gift, if given in these 
envelopes or by check, will be credited to your giving 
statement.  Have a glorious and blessed Christmas! 
 

 
Eleda Zygadlo 

Mission Commission Chairperson 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Come and see what you’re missing! 

SINGLE LADIES   
 

 On Sunday, December 9th the Ladies plan to go to 
the Kellogg Manor in Augusta for a Christmas tea. 
They will leave from the church at 12:30.  It’s begin-
ning to be a tradition for December.   

      Men’s Breakfast 

      Every 4th Saturday 

           8:30 a.m.   

2018:  Nov.  17     Dec.  15, 2018 @ 8:00 a.m. 

2019:      Jan.   26, 2019   Feb.  23          Mar.  23  

                 Apr.   27             May  25          Jun.   22 

                 Jul.   27               Aug.  24          Sept  28 

                 Oct.   26             Nov. 16           Dec.  21  
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SO MUCH TO BE THANK-

FUL FOR at the Paw Paw 

Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner. 
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Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

PAW PAW COMMUNITY CHORUS  
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 

 The Paw Paw Community Chorus, sponsored by the Paw Paw High School Choirs, will present their 19th 
Christmas Concert, on Sunday, Dec. 2, 4 p.m., at the Paw Paw High School Performing Arts Center located at 
30609 Red Arrow Highway, Paw Paw.  The chorus, under the direction of Theresa Vaughn, will be accompa-
nied on piano by Hannah Kim. 

 Musical selections to include: When 
Will the Little King Come?, He Is Born,  Dona 
Nobis Pacem by Mary Lynn Lightfoot, “Hark 
the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes” by Mary 
Lynn Lightfoot & Philip Doddridge, Believe 
and more.   

 Although there is no admission 
charge to this concert, voluntary donations 
are very much appreciated. 

BIRTHDAYS 
12/01 Sue Miller 12/19 Patricia Conner 
12/02 Madelyn Randall 12/19 Jaime Pursley 
12/02 Donna Zabonick 12/21 Drew Marcelletti 
12/03 David Conner 12/26 Nelson Lumm 
12/03 Pam Baney 12/28 Tom Garceau 
12/03 Josh Bradish 12/28 Make Lewis 
12/05 Nancy Beck 12/29 Shamra Zabonick 
12/09 Jacob Baker 12/29 Nicole Walters 
12/12 Freida Duringer 12/29 Alyssa Zabonick 
12/12 Mary Martin 12/30 Lynn Hess 
12/13 Sally Schallhorn 12/31 Margaret McNeil 
12/17 Royal Haefner  

ANNIVERSARIES 

12/07   Dennis & Ann McGrew 
12/08   John & Lisa Taylor 
12/13   Orville Griffith & 
                 Marlene Tucker 
12/19 Dan & Tammy Hulst 
12/20 Jerry & Sue Miller 

Upcoming Days  
for Communion 
 Sundays  are:  

December 2 and 24 
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 COMMUNION SERVICES will be on December 2 and 24th. 
 ADULT BIBLE STUDY Sundays at 8:45 in the church library—will begin on December 2 a 4-

week study of Adam Hamilton’s “Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph.”   
 PAW PAW VOICES OF THE FUTURE will perform on Thursday, December 6 at 1:00 pm in 

the sanctuary.  Come and enjoy this free concert by Paw Paw High School Select Choir. 
 LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMISSION will meet on Thursday, December 6th at 9:00 am 

in the library. 
 SINGLE LADIES NIGHT OUT will meet December 9th at 12:30 pm in church parking lot to 

go to Kellogg Manor. 
 SHARENET will meet on December 11th at 10:00 am in the Library. 
 MEN’S BREAKFAST will meet  on Saturday, December 15th in fellowship hall. 
 BUILDING & GROUNDS will meet on Monday, December 17th at 6:00 pm in the office. 
 DEACONS and SESSION meet on December 18th at 6:15 pm. 
 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN will meet on Wednesday, December 12th at the Copper Grille 

Restaurant in Paw Paw at 11:30 am. 
 CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP December 24 at 6 pm (Family-Friendly tree decorating service) 

and 10 pm (traditional candlelight service with choir and communion).  
 OFFICES CLOSED December 25 & 26 due to Christmas Holiday.  

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com

